
SUSTAINABILITY IN TOURISM 

 

Objective of the Module 

This module will set out the critical issues that make up the sustainability agenda. It will 

explain how human activity is effecting the global environment and changing climatic 

patterns and explore the increasing impact on tourism management in both the public and 

private sector.   It will take an integrated approach to the concepts and strategies underlying 

the sustainable management of tourism.  It will focus on the design of solutions to 

appropriately evaluate the environmental, social and economic impacts of tourism activities. 

This module will address current and future policy and best practice expectations for tourism 

businesses and provide expertise in the tools and processes available to manage tourism 

sustainably activities at global, European, national, regional and local levels.  

 

Learning Outcomes 

On completion of this module students will be able to: 

1) Explain the complex impacts of human activity on the social, environmental and 

economic systems that underpin tourism and, in particular, their own regional and 

local realties and future developments.  

2) Critically evaluate the environmental, economic and socio-cultural impacts of tourism 

development at a national and regional level. 

3) Critically evaluate the environmental, economic and socio-cultural impacts of tourism 

development at a community level. 

4) Design management strategies to measure the sustainability impacts of a tourism 

business and design polices and programmes to create sustainable tourism businesses. 

 

Module Contents 

Subjects covered would include:- 

 Sustainability: Key policy developments 

 Strategy Policy and planning: the role of government. 

 Political economy of tourism development 

 Future proofing through tourism planning 

 Climate change mitigation strategies 

 Environmental management: Fishbanks -  an interactive online game. 

 Geo Parks and protecting wild spaces 

 Sustainable cities for tourism 

 Integrating culture and heritage  

 Community led tourism  

 Sustainable (ethical) marketing 

 Sustainable supply chain management 

 Corporate Social Responsibility in tourism 



 Environmental and social impact assessments 

 Understanding customer expectations: responsibility, inclusivity and accessibility. 

 

Teaching Methods 

The lectures are designed to be highly interactive with discussions and activities based on a 

variety of teaching materials and methods including videos, films, small group work, case 

studies and role plays. It includes guest lectures from both the academic community and also 

local communities and sustainable tourism practitioners as well as visits to key government 

bodies and sustainable tourism projects.  

Assessment Methods 

Learning outcome (1) assessed by an essay 

Learning outcomes (2) and (3) assessed by completing a sustainability assessment of a local 

tourism development  

Learning outcome (4) assessed by a business plan and oral presentation 
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